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(b)(6)

From: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA

Sent.  Wednesday, November 08, 2006 12:42 PM
To: ()(6) ‘OSD PA

Subject: FW. [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

H; [P)(6)
Looks like we need to cancel the analysts cail tomorrow. Thanks for your willingness to help.

Todd

Lt Col Todd Vician, USAF

Defense Press Officer

Office of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
(b)(2) fax (b)(2)
DSN(b)(2)

From:b)(6) LTC 4ID PAO [mailto%(b)(ﬁ)
Sent: Wednesday, November 08, 2006 11:06 AM
To: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA

Ceib)(6) LTC wW CORPS PAQ MNC-I V CORPS PAQ;®)®) LTC 4ID Dep PAC
Subject: RE: {U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Todd,
Just came out of the CG's office. He must decline this conference call epportunity due to our current OPTEMPO

(transttion).

No issues with the Pentagon presser. We're good to go.
vir

(b)(6)

LTC[RIE)

Public Affairs Officer
Multi-National Division-Baghdad
Camp Liberty, Iraq

oSN

VOIRDb)(2)
Commercial(b)(2)
IRAQNA Cell(b)}(2)

NIPRP)®)
SIPR

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure

under FOIA, DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy

Review of DoD Information for Public Release™ apply.
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From: Viclan, Todd M LtCol OSD PA [maitto:todd. vician@{P)(®)

Sent: Wednesday, November 08, 2006 7:01 PM
o: t;‘l(fﬁﬁ)‘l LTC 41D PAD 0)6)
Cc: LTC v CORPS PAO MNC-I V CORPS PAQ; LTC 4ID Dep PAO

Subject: RE:-[U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

(0)(6)

I can't get a line through to you. We haven't sent out the invite yet, but would need to do so by 1630 our time. I'll
wait to hear from you.

Thanks,
Todd

Lt Col Todd Vician, USAF

Defense Press Officer

Office of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
(b)(2) fax(b)(2)

DSN(b)(2)

(b)(6)

From:>® LTC 41D PAO [mailto
Sent: Wednesday, November 08, 2006 10:36 AM

To: Vician, Tqiim_L:caL?su PA '
Cc:(b)(6) LTC vW CORPS PAO MNC-1 V CORPS PAQ; (P)(©E) LTC 4ID Dep PAO
Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Todd,

The CG's schedule is iffy and may not accommodate this conference call. We're in the middle of RIP. I'll be
getting more guidance tonight. Please call me.

(b)(6)

L TC (b))
Public Affairs Officer

Multi-National Division-Baghdad
Camp Liberty, Jraq

Dsn @@
VOIP[D)2)

Commarciakbi(2)
IRAQINA Cell[P)(2)

NIPRP)(6)
SIPR

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

I this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy

Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.

From: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA [mailto:tudd.vidanq(b)(ﬁ)
Sent: Wednesday, November 08, 2006 12:12 AM
To:(b)(6) LTC 4ID PAD

Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

12/3/2007
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(b)(6)

That's good news. The call-in numbers are (b)2) or P2 The comim guys here said
you have to dial the (412) number If calling from OCONUS, but | don'f know If that affects your situation.

Todd

Lt Col Todd Vician, USAF
Defense Press Officer

Office of Assistant Secre se {Public Affairs)
(b)(2) fax Wmuleten
DSEN(b)(2)

From:?® LTC 41D PAO [mallto{®)®)
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 3:11 PM
To: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA

Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brlef

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Todd,
QOur G6 says that we can do it via DSN. We Just need 1o know the number to dial into.

(b)(6)

LTcB®

Public Affairs Officer
Multi-National Division-Baghdad
Camp Liberty, Iraq

DSNRI2)

VOIP (D)(2)
Commercial (b)(2)
IRAQNA Cellfb)(2)

NiPR(®E)
SIPR

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply. |

From: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA [mailto:todd.viclanqt“)(ﬁj

Semmmlw, 2006 9:50 PM
Toib)(6) TC 41D PAQ

Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Let me see if that works. Seems like an easy idea.
Todd

Lt Col Todd Vician, USAF
Defense Press Officer

Office of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
(b)(2) : fax[b)(2) \
DSNID)2

12/3/2007
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b6
From:2® LTC 41D PAO [mailtoJ( A

Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 1:19 PM
To: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA

Cc: (b)) ___|ILTCA4ID Gb

Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Todd,
What if we call the Army Ops Center and have them patch us in?

(b)(6)

{ TC [b)(5)

Public Affairs Officer
Multi-National Division-Baghdad
Camp Liberty, Iraq

DSN (B)X(2)
VOIP [b)(2)

Commercial(b)(2)
IRAQNA Cell(b)(2)

NIPRIR)(®)
SIPR

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.

(5)(6)

From: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA [mallto:todd.viclan@
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 8:49 PM

To: [R)(6) LTC 41D PAQO

Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

(b)(6)
(b)(6) said she'd send you a list of the analysts invited for the call.

| told her 1030 (1830 your time) for the call.

She said they only have a commercial 800 number to call in. If the CG can’t get a good commercial number, Ili
see what else we can work out. Let me know.

Thanks,
Todd

Lt Col Todd Vician, USAF
Defense Press Officer

Office of Assistant S se (Public Affairs)
(b)(2) fax (P)2)
DSN(b)(2)

From{®)®) LTC 4ID PAO [mailtod™(®)
Sant: Monday, November 06, 2006 11:20 PM
To: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA

12/3/2007
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Cc: Ballesteros, Mark J LTC OSD PA
Subject: RE: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Todd,

The CG did agree to speak to some military analysts that MG Caldwell approached him about. Do you have any
information on who would participate?

Ir
b)(6)

LTC [b)(6)

Public Affairs Officer
Multi-National Division-Baghdad
Camp Liberty, iraq

psNP)(2)
vOIP(b)(2)
Commercial(b)(2)
IRAGQNA Cell(b)(2)

NIPR[P)(®)
SIPR

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release™, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.

From: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA [mailto:todd.vician@th)(ﬁ)
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 12:39 AM
Tozb)(2) LTC 41D PAO
Subject: RE: [U}] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Thankgt®) - we'll stick to the brief. We're 8 hours behind y’all again, so | guess that means we start at
1700 your time on Thursday.

Todd

Lt Col Todd Vician, USAF
Defense Prass Officer

Office of Assistant Se f Defense (Public Affairs)
b)(2) x (b)(2)
DSNIP)(2)

From:®® LTC 41D PAO [mailto{P)®)
Sent: Monday, November 06, 2006 2:01 PM

To: Vician. TML@HOSD PA
Ceib)(®) LTC vV CORPS PAQ MNC-I V CORPS PAO:; Ballesteros, Mark J LTC OSD PA
Subject: [U] RE: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Todd,
Thanks. Given the current environment around here, | think we'll decline the radio interviews. We're in the

middle of RIP right now. We'll execute from our DVIDS at the MND-B MOC.

12/3/2007
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Thanks,
(b)(6)

L1 [PE

Public Affairs Officer
Multi-National Division-Baghdad
Camp Liberty, Irag

DSNIR)2)
VOIP(R)(2)
Commercial (b)(2)
IRAQNA Cell(b)(2)

NIPR(b)(6)
SIPR

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail 1s marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disciosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD) Information for Public Release™ apply.

From: Vician, Todd M LtCol OSD PA [mailtu:todd.viclan@kb)(ﬁ)
Sent: Monday, November 06, 2006 9:33 PM

To:(b)(6) LTC 41D PAQ

Ce:(b)(6) LTC vW CORPS PAO MNC-I V CORPS PAO; Ballesteros, Mark J LTC OSD PA
Subject: Thursday Pentagon Brief

Hilk)(6)

We have all the info on MG Thurman we need for prepping for Thursday's press brief at 0900 EST. Do you need
more info from us? Here's the latest list of reporters (a few might have changed since your Boss did the briefing
with the press here in September).

Also, will MG Thurman be able to do 1-2 interviews with regional media (radio or TV) following the brief? He can
stay in place and we'll use the DVIDS system to amrange these interviews.

Thanks again,
Todd

FORMAT :

- Introduction by Mr Bryan Whitman (Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defenase for
Public Affairs)

- Opening remarks by briefer {(approx 3-5 minutea)
- Q/A from press corps

- Closing remarks by briefer (1-2 minutes)

PENTAGON PRESS CORPS:

Associated Press {Lolita Baldorx, Bob Burns, or Pauline Jelnik)

12/3/2007
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Reuters (Kristin Roberts or aAndrew Gray)

AFP {Jim Mannion)

UPI (Pam Hess)

McClatchey News Service {(Drew Brown)

Bloomberg News Service (Tony Capaccio)

LA Times (Peter Spiegel)

HNY Times (Thom Shanker or David Cloud)
Baltimore Sun {Dave Wood)

Washington Post (Ann Scott Tyson)

5t Louis Post Dispatch {Phil Dine)

MSNBC {Jim Miklaszewski and Courtney Kube)

ABC (Jon Karl and Luis Martinez)

CNN (Barbara Starr and Jamie McIntyre)

FOX (Mike Emanuel and Nick Simeone)

NPR (John Hendren or Tom Bowman)

VOA (Al Pessin)

Stars and Stripes Jeff Schogol or Lisa Burgess)
Army Times {(Gordon Lubold)

RAT, Al Jazeera, TIME, and a few others attend based on topic.

Lt Col Tedd Vician, USAF
Defense Press Officer

Office ngﬁﬁiitrntS f Defense (Public Affairs)
b)(2) fax Fb)(E) i

DSN[D2) W

12/3/2007
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From: (b)(6) _
Sent: ber 07, 2006 11:58 AM
To: (b)(6) E)so PA
Subject: Gen, Haake Contact Info

(b)(6)

As requested, please find foliowing Gen. Haake's contact info as well as mine. As | said, Gen. Haake is happy fo do
whatever he can to help and is available whenever needed.

Best
(b)(6)

Ma). Gen. Timothy M. Haake, USAR (RET)
Attorney-at-Law
Prncipal, Haake & Associates

Office Phone: 202.408.8700
(b)(6)

Cell Phone:
(b)(6)

Email:

(b)(6)

Director of Government Affairs
Haake & Associates

Office Phone: 202.408.8703

Cell Phone{P)(®)

Email{R)(®)

(b)(6)

Director of Government Affairs

Haake & Associates

69
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(b)(6)

From: CDR, JCS DOM
Sent: Monday, November 08, 20086 8:12 AM
To: (b)(6) DSD PA

Subject: FW: OSD media experts visit proposal

(b)(6)

ISAF is looking feor more information about the wmilitary analyst group before they move
forward with the plamning. If you could send me additiocnal information (maybe some of the
thirgs that you sent to CENTCCM to sell the idea to them), it would be helpful.

Thanks.

Best,
(b)(6)

Commander (b)(6)

Public Affaira QCfficer

European Command Liaigon Office
Pentagen, Room [(R)(2)
Washington, DC 20318-0520
(b)(2) |/ DeN [b)(2)
Cell: ()2 | (NEW)
U.S. European Command c<http://www.eucom.mil/> Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
<http://www.nato.int/shape/index.htm>

-----0riginal Message----- b6
From: [(b)(6) [mailtcﬁ:mj

Sent: Monda Nov r 2 7.
To: (b)6) CDR)

Subject: FW: 08D media experts visit proposal

Classification: NON SENSITIVE INFORMATION RELEASABLE TC THE PUBLIC Any chance you have
mere to provide? We have little to add.

-----Qriginal Message-----

From: [b)(6) [mailto D)E)

Sent: Monday, November 06, 2006 11:52 AM
To : (b)(6)

Subject: RE: 0SD media experts visit proposal

Classification: NON SENSITIVE INFORMATION RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC

If there is more information availiable about this group, PIO JFCBS would appreciate it.

(b)(6)
Major NO A
SC Ops Plans and Policy
Public Information Office
JEC HQ Brunnsum

Tel: (B)(®)

From: (b)(6)
[mailto {b)(6)
Sent: 02 HNovember 20086 07:20

To: (hiE)
(b)(6)

71
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cc . [D)E)
(b)(6) -
Sublject: RE: 0OSD media experts visit proposal

Clagsification: NON SENSITIVE INFORMATION RELEASABLE TQ THE PUBLIC
Ack and thanks. Now that we know what it is we can proceed.
For Brunssum and ISAF: Direct liaison OK by us but keep us info.

Cappy: is there a comprehensive list of these analysts? If yes, we could add them to our
master release list,

__——.—1 !rjﬂjna I HEEEEQE _____

From: (b)(6) DR [mailto: R

S5ent: Wednesday, November 01. 2006 8:10 PM

To: (b)(6)

Ce: e x

Subject: RE: 0SD media experts visit proposal
(b)(6)

This request came from [P)6) who 1s the military analyst program coordinator for the
Department of Defense Public Affairas outreach team.

They stay in close contact with a group of retired US military officers who have been
contracted by media outlets as consultants and often provide them with background briefs
o that they may provide informed discussions of ongoing operations. They are often in
positions to either act as surrogates or at least provide proper context on various issues
that is helpful to our communication efforts, This trip would provide some benefit in
communicating our challenges, as well as, progress to this group who has influence with
some key US audiences.

They would keep their group to no more than eight to maintain a small footprint. During
their recent Iraq trip, this size worked well as they could all fit in one Blackhawk.

Best,
(b)(6)

Commander (D)(6)

Public Affairg Officer

Buropean Command Liaison Cffice
Pentagon, Room (b)(2)
Washingteon, DC 20318-0520
(b)(2) 7 paNb)2)
Cell: [R)(2) NW {NEW)

U.S. European Command

Supreme Headguarters Allied Powers Burope

————— Qriginal M S
From: (0)(6) OF4- UK [mailto{

Sent: Tueaday, October 31, 2006 7:06 PM
TO: (b)(6)

CC
Subject: RE: OSD media experts visit proposal

CK. Just tell us when you want them to come, for how long, datailed visit aim, etc. I
guess this ought to go through our JVB in the first instance for the necessary authority
and deconfliction with cther events.

(b)(6)
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Lieutenant Colonel UK Army

HQ ISAF Chief PIO

Of fice (b)(6)

Mobile
(b)(6)

----- Oriqinal Messager-«=--
From: [(b)(6)
[mailto yby6)

Sent: 31 QOctober 2006 01:21
To: (b)(6) OF4- UK
Qc:

Subject: OS50 media experts visit proposal

Classification: NON SENSITIVE INFORMATION RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC

It is our understanding that OSD wants to send 8 media expert analysts {retired Generals
etc) to ISAF to provide them with a better degree of understanding allowing them to

comment more knowledgeably.
Cappy: I assume this came from your direction; pls provide more info if you have it.

iSAF: pls provide general comments that will allow some form of planning te begin.
Cheers.

73
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(b)(6) ‘

From: Harris, Harry B. ROML USSOUTHCOM JTFGTMO [Hany.aHarrisd(b)(E)

Sent: Sunday, November 05, 2006 12:58 PM

To: (b)(6) CDR USSOUTHCOM JTFGTMO

Cc: Gordon Cuculluyb)(6) OSD PA: Leacock, Edward A OM
JTFGTMO; Harris, Harry B. RDML USSOUTHCOM JTFGTMO: (b)(6) E:APT
USSOUTHCOM JTEGTMO

Subject: RE: Visit to JTF GTMO

b)(6
R - dates ok with me, but you will have to run this through SC, DASD/DA and ASD/PA. WRT Commissions, that is
not our lane ... Gordon can discuss with BrigGen Tom Hemingway in DC. Coord with Gordon. too. for best dates within
the 8-16 window. | will be gone for much of that, but that is OK as BG Leacock will be here while I'm gone,

HH

From: Gordon Cucullu [maiito (P)E)
Sent: Sunday, November 05, 2006 11:32 AM

To:(b)(6) CDR USSO ;

Cc: Paul E Vallely; Rudy Rudisill; [P)(6) \cw OASD-PA; Leacock, Edward A BG USSOUTHCOM JTFGTMO: Hartis,
Harry B. RDML USSOUTHCOM JTFGTMO

Subject: Visit to JTF GTMO

Hi. [©®

I'd like to start the process on working area clearance and transportation to visit the JTF on 9-16 December 20086,
LTC{Ret) John Rudisill will accompany me as he did on our previous visit. | mentioned these dates to Adm Harris and he is

comfortable with them.

We've still got some open areas in our research to fill prior to finalizing the manuscript to the publisher. Accordingly if we
could meet with the Commander and Deputy, Paul Rester, the new Colonel who is head of the Joint Detention facility, and
with the legal people that would be a great start. As is usual, we'll probably discover new leads to follow up once we're on

the ground.
Some areas of interest would be any progress on Military commissions or other legal developments.

Please let me know if you will be able to process this request with existing information (i.e., personal data on file from our
last visit) or if you will need for us to update it.

We would like to take the Saturday, 9 Dec rotator out of NAS JAX and return there on the 16 Dec flight.
Appreciate your help with this request,
all the best,

Gordon Cuculu
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subjact:

12/3/2007

NY TIMES

(b)(6)

Friday, October 27, 2006 11:55 AM

(b)(6)

IM;

(b)(6)

Lawrence, DalTas B Mr OSD PA:

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

VP Cheney - Waterboarding and torture
Attachments: VP Cheney - Waterboarding and torture

713
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(b)(6)

From: [P)6)

Sent:  Friday, October 27, 2006 11:44 AM
To: (b)(6)

Subject: VP Cheney - Waterboarding and torture

Those on th? Le_ﬂ, the Democrats, Green Party, Socialists and of course Progressive Communist Party
are gasping in disbelief at the Vice Presidents comments claiming that the use of an interrogation
technique called water boarding is a "no brainer." However........

A Cheney spokeswoman said Thursday that the vice president was not confirming the use of any
specific interrogation technigues.

"He was talking about the interrogation program without torture,"” spokeswoman Lee Anne McBride
said. "The vice president does not discuss any techniques or methods that may or may not have been
used in questioning. "

I am constantly amazed at the zeal with which the "Lefties" run to the aid of the terrorist's. The Left
constantly complains about being called un patriotic when they attack the Bush Administration policies
on the war and interrogation. Yet, now, the VP expresses an opinion on an interrogation method, not
considered torture by many of us who know the technique, and he is once again lam basted as the torture
VP. How many times must it be said that the US does not torture, nor do we find it necessary to torture.
Contrary to what the Left would have you believe, the interrogation techniques used by the CIA are
successful in extracting "Time Sensitive INTEL" as is evidenced by the Intel extracted from KSM et.
al., during their visit with CIA interrogators and before their transfer to Club Gitmo. I have advocated
the use narcotics (Narcosis) during interrogations and fortunately for the American people, that option is
contained in the Military Commissions Act of 2006. Propefol, a short-acting intravenous anesthetic
agent used for the induction of general anesthesia in adult patients and pediatric patients older than 3
years of age; is a drug that can extract Intel from a terrorist interrogatee at greater than a 90% success
rate. Propofol works by awakening the brain in stages leaving the Pre Frontal Cortex until last. The PFC
1s where the mechanism that allows humans to lie or exaggerate is housed. It is used thousands of times
a day safely in the US in general surgery and yet, there are those that object to using it, or any drug, to
extract Inte] that will, and has, saved American lives. [ can only hope that our CIA interrogators are
using Propofol to help protect the American people. I can safely say that, fortunately at this time in US
history, we have a President who understands the stakes and has battled the Left to give our military and
intelligence professionals the tools they need to continue to protect us.

Take care.
Wayne

Check out the new AQL. Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more,

12/3/2007
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(0)(6)

From: (b)6) OSD PA

Sent: - Monday, October 23, 2006 5:47 PM

To: 'McCausland, Jeffrey'

Subject: RE: Possible Conference Call Tomorrow

Attachments: 10-20-06 MG Caldwell transcript.doc

hi. welcome back.

here is a rough transcript of the call. it was actuaily on the record, but since this hasn't been checked against the
tap? gand may never be at this point!!) please don't pass along. but, you can use the material as much as yOou
like! :

NKS
g

From: McCausland, Jeffrey [mai!ho:(b)(ﬁ)

Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2006 6:47 PM
To:(b)(®) OSD PA

Subject: RE: Possible Conference Call Tomorrow

(b)(6)
- Believe it or not | was at the bottom of the Grand Canyon and totally out of cellphone and email contact! If
there is a transcript of his remarks | would love to read it.

Best,
Jeff

From{®® 0SD PA [mailto®
Sent: Thu 10/19/2006 6:03 PM

Ta: undisclosed-recipients

Subject: Possibie Conference Call Tomorrow

Gentlernen,
| wanted to give you a heads up that we MAY be able to put together a conference call with a senior u.s. military

leader out of Iraq tomorrow morning to talk to you about the increased violence. The call would probably take
place first thing in the morning (0800 eastern time), so please mark your calendars if you are able to join us. | will
send out call in info as soon as | can confirm that we're able to pull it together,

In the meantime, please let me know if you are interested and available.

Thanks and have a great evening.

(b)(
R

(b)(6)

Public Affairs
Office of the Secretary of Defense

(b)(2)

12/3/2007
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MG Caldwell (from Iraq)

Conference call with military analysts

Friday, Oct. 20, 2006

Note: call was on the record except for some portions on background (those portions not

transcribed)
Transcriber: [P)(6)

Caldwell: I guess the first thing to start off with is obviously from the press conference
yesterday (Oct. 18) that we did over here in Baghdad. There has been a lot of question
about what may or may not have been said, and I just really wanted to help first, clarify
that, that there has been a question about whether or not we feel like the plan has been a
failure. And that is not the case at all. I think talking to (inaudible) especially everybody
understands anytime you devise a plan, you put into implementation of it, you are
constantly reassessing and re-evaluating it. That’s what we have been doing from the
beginning. We are continuing to do that with this plan, and when we said yesterday that
we are gomng back and continuing to refine it, that’s exactly what we are doing.

We are going to make adjustments to it. We are talking with the government of Iraq on a
weekly basis of what we call the Ministerial Committee for National Security, and then
of course the CG (commanding general), General Casey, does it on a even probably
informal basis directly with the prime minister, too. -

So those are things that are ongoing that perhaps they portrayed it as some kind of just
dramatic shift that is going to occur, and it’s not. You know I was talking really at the
tactical level, tactically what we are looking at within the plan,

We do want to make some adjustments and refinements to it. We are going to do that,
and we will continue executing the plan.

Our theme that we keep kind of using is the fact that violence and progress do co-exist
here in Iraq. That’s something General Casey said back in Washington about two weeks
ago. It’s something we’ve recognized over here — that we’re not going to have one before
the other, that in fact they are both going to have to be worked in parallel to each other.

We’re going to have continue working on progress within country — with the rebuilding
portion of it, with the governance piece, with the economic piece, simultaneously we’re
dealing with the Jevels of violence that we experience at different intensities at different
times at different areas.

But obviously, our overall goal is eventually to build the government of Iraq to where it
can handle its security itself, where, you know, it’s self reliant to handle the levels of
violence. And there will be varying levels of violence that are still always going to occur
here, even when it reaches a point when we are quote-unquote “successful” and have

achieved the desired end state. You’ll have heard different people refer to it as, you
know, a couniry that’s at peace with its neighbors, lives in peace and security, but in fact
we recognize the fact that it’s going to be many, many years before this country sees a
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level of violence that’s more normal to we’re used to in America and what Westerners
would want to see. There is going to be some sort of level of criminal that is still going to
be here, then you’re going to have some sort of sectarian violence still at some low level,
and you’re probably still going to have some level of terrorist activity, insurgent activity
that is still going to occur,

What we have to do is develop the Iraqi Security Forces to such that they are able and
capable of handling those three various levels of violence, bringing them down to some
level to where the security forces are just above them, and can handle it, and that’s the
point which we’ll be allowed — or able — to disengage our forces.

Ultimately what’s going on is there’s a need for a political solution more than a military
solution at this point. Any place we go in and we have conducted operations just as
anybody has seen for many, many years, we are able to control the situation where our
forces are present. But to ultimately bring the security, the relative security and prosperity
this country it’s going to take and require a political solution to what’s going on.

There is a tremendous amount of dialogue that is occurring. You’ve heard that the prime
minister had this 24-point plan in June; he’s had already now two of his national
reconciliation conferences, they’ve announced a third one is going to be on Nov. 4, that
they are going to do, we’re not sure the final one. We know that he is working his four-
pomnt plan he outlined about two weeks ago, figuring out how to put that into place, and
working with the various political factions and the different sectarian elements here.

But he 1s engaged in dialogue and working with all the different sects, and that’s exactly
what has to occur if we are going to eventually come to some political solution for this
country. Because 1t is ultimately up to the Iraqi people to rebuild and secure their own
country; that’s not something that we are going to be able to do completely for them; we
can only set the stage to allow that to oceur.

The prime minister did announce the formation of a special committee here about two
days ago — or a couple days ago now — that will address the issue of militias and also take
on overseeing the reform of the security ministries, specifically the ministry of defense,
Interior and the INIS — the Iraqi National Intelligence Service. |

And those are ongoing and there was initial reports that were due back out to the prime
mimster this week. Already we’ve seen some things occur, such as the two national
police division commanders that have been removed from their duties and assigned other
duties, which is a very positive step forward with the government doing that type thing,
because that needed to occur at the very top in both those cases. It was something we saw.
that would be a very positive step forward, but they made that on their own. It truly
wasn’t us forcing anything in the background; that was a decision they took unilaterally
and executed. We were in tremendous agreement with the decision they made, obviously,

and very supportive of it.
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We have said that the spike in violence that we are seeing would occur during the
Ramadan period; we announced it well before Ramadan even started. We have seen it for
over the last two years; historically, it’s about a 20 percent increase in the level of
violence in terms of attacks, although that doesn’t necessarily equate to casualties, some
set number, but it does in terms of the amount of activity. Over the last two vears it’s
increased; we're seeing a 22 percent increase already in the first three weeks of Ramadan
compared to the last three weeks before Ramadan. So that is in fact occurring as we
thought it would. And we just yesterday got a tremendous spike in VBED (vehicle-borne
explosive devices) activity across the country. [ want to say it was 17 altogether different
activities occurring between vehicle IEDs and suicide-vehicle IEDs. And we can provide
more detaii — approximately 25 killed, about another I want to say about another 80
wounded, but I can get those exact figures here momentarily for you,

So that did occur, and again, this is on the night of (inaudible) power, and we though we
would see the spike there, in fact we did, just like we thought we did yesterday. But that
will (?continue).

You heard what happened at Balad. Initially the press was portraying this as a tough
situation that the government showed some kind of failure almost or something when in
fact, when it was all finally said and done and I had the opportunity to talk with one of
the ground commanders on site, it actually turned out to be a fairly good news story in
terms of how the Iraqi leadership in that area reacied and responded to what occurred.

It started with the Iraqi army having kiiled an AQI (al Qaeda in Iraq) figure — a Sunni
AQI member. In retaliation for that about 24 hours later, you know, we found a bunch of
Shi’a who were killed in retaliation for that, 14 of them to be exact. And then the very
next day we saw 26 Sunni that were killed for that. And right away the mayor of Balad
placed the city on a curfew, They called together a meeting with team leaders, started
talking about how to diffuse this situation. The next day they saw some indirect fire in the
city; one more person was killed. And then on the 18%, they had a major conference of
just over a couple hundred — 100, 200 people — that came together, including everybody
from the provincial governor, the vice governor of the Salah ad Din Province, to the
mayor, to the police chief, to some local sheiks —about seven or so local sheiks came in;
they brought in the Iragi army deputy brigade commander, the Jocal Iragi army battalion
commanders, we were present — the Coalition forces were present but not at all involved.
And they all came together and signed a pact and agreed to stop what would have been a
cycle of violence that would have continued had there not been immediate response and
action by the leadership of that province. They took charge; they stopped it; and we have
not had another incident since then.

The numbers were grossly exaggerated initially from what we had heard in the news in
terms of what the casualties were. We actually went to the local hospitals and verified the
numbers, so it was somewhere around about 14 Shi’a and about 26 Sunni, so about 40
people who were killed in the sectarian violence based on that (one mortar?) from the
direct fire.
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So there was no real reporting on that, although we did talk it at the press conference
yesterday, and then stated in fact we were pleased to see them taking charge and going
through that piece. |

[ could go on. I’d be glad to talk to any specifics you all would like to. I can go
everywhere from talking legislative actions the governor of Iraq is working and kind of
where we are and how we see that playing out. The president, Talabani, did just post on a
web site his legislative actions that they want to accomplish through the rest of this year,
2006, and then what they want to work into the beginning of 2007, It’s a timeline of
events. In fact, n ties in very closely to everything we’ve been talking — we being the
U.S. mission and Coalition forces — have been talking to the leadership over here about.
But it’s those kind of activities that when you watch them occurring again gives us
tremendous hope and promise for the future - the fact that they’re government is
functioning; the Council of Representatives is meeting, they’re having debate. They’re
going through the first — their second read, and then voting on these laws. They have
passed a couple of key critical pieces of legislative actions, such as the investment law,
which was huge, and they’re now working out also things like paying back debt they owe
to the Turkish government which will allow for the border to be reopened and fuel to
come across, which they are going to need throughout this winter time period, but they
were 1n arrears for about 200 million dolars, and they’ve managed to figure out how to
get money out of their system and start paying back the government of Turkey.

We see things like an international exposition that took place in late September up in
Irbil; about 800 companies from 20 different countries showed up there for that event,
youn know, people who were interested in investing and establishing businesses over here.

We know that September they also passed their fuel import liberalization law, which is
really, really important that they did, and that should start helping with the black market
sales, and improve the fuel supply and reduce corruption by opening more the energy
sector to private investment, which is something they desperately needed to do, too,
because corruption within the whole fuel business was very — was rampant, and things
like the fuel import liberalization law will help set better market prices; it will allow for
better distribution so the black market — the lucrativeness of doing that will now
decreasing over time.

Anyway those are - I mean, and I can go on some other things, We can talk about the
regions law if you want, that they did pass, although I am not an expert I can at Jeast talk
it some. But the two that we’re still focused on very heavily is the hydrocarbon law and
the de-Ba’athification. Both of those are going to be very important to be dealt with, and
discussed, and hopefully addressed by the Council of Representatives before the end of
December when they are scheduled to go out of session again for two more months, and
then come back in session in March. |

With that, ’ll take any questions anybody has, and I’ll open it up and try and address

things. But we were just a little concerned that after the press conference yesterday that it
was kind of portrayed as if we felt that the plan was failing; and I think that anybody in
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the military that has served a couple of days at all understands that what we do is we in
fact revise, which is nothing new. We constantly reassess where we are; we have taken
this overall assessment of whether the conditions are stili the same under which we
developed the plan; if they are not, we make revisions to our plan to adjust to the
conditions that exist. And that’s exactly what we’re going through right now as we
continue doing some detailed analysis of this plan.

S0 we are very comfortable with where we are. We know that we’ve got to do some
work; we’ve been doing it. And I think we’ll see some minor modifications to the plan
here in the very near future.

And with that, I’]] take any questions anybody has.

Question: You said you were comfortable with the plan, but there was a report in the AP
that a major terror leader had been arrested by American forces, and the prime minister
had ordered General Casey to release him, and he had been released. T wasn’t aware that
(Prime Minister) Maliki could order General Casey to release people suspected of
rmurder.

Caldwell: What the person you are talking about is Sheikh — he has a real long name —
Sheik Mazen Abdul Khaliz E] Saaezi ~ and we did, we picked him up at about 0330 in
the morning of the 17", for allegedly being involved in illegal activities that are operating
outside of the law. And the very next day at the request of the prime minister he was
released. And the prime minister made the request and the Coalition forces did release
him. I am not sure I would call it being ordered; but the prime minister did make the
request that he be released and we released him. He did in fact sign a conditional release
form in which he promised to support the government of Iraq and disavow future acts of
violence when he was finally released.

But anyway, that did occur, and our position on that is this is a sovereign nation, the
prime minister is in charge, if he makes the determination that he wants somebody
released from custody and the request comes in, General Casey made the decision, or I
should say really, it was probably -- I'd have to find out exactly who made it, but it was
prime minister, General — I mean the ambassador, General Casey made the decision and
(inaudible) their request to go ahead and release the person.

Q: To follow up on that, you know, it has a very bad odor over here, because we
understand this guy, you know, has been involved in planning or maybe even making
attacks on American soldiers. Is there some protest we made to Maliki? Is there some
thing we’ve said that, you know, you can’t demand that we release guys with blood on

their hands?

(Off the record)

Q: How would you describe what you are doing right now tactically when we talk about
going against the militias? Are you indeed just conducting sweeps for arms and the
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torture chambers and that type of thing? Are you actively trying to bring down the
militias as U.S. forces?

Caldwell: I'll go back on the back record. I'l} tell you, we know that within this city there
are, you know, (Army Maj. Gen,) J.D. Thurman probably said it best, there’s at least 23
different militia groups that operate within the city of Baghdad. ] mean, he’s got them all
by name, can tell you generally where they are located. We track them as best we can by
intelligence to understand who they are, what their goals are and everything else, but we
clearly stand by the position that if you are in fact operating outside the law we are going
to come after you.

We have a very — we have a special cell that has been formed, put together — General
Casey did this several months ago, that does nothing but monitor, track and help us target
those who are involved in sectarian violence or extrajudicial killings, specifically within
the Baghdad area. And there’s a lot of resources that are used in that targeting effort, and
that’s why on any kind of weekly basis, you are going to find we’re picking up several
cell leaders and anywhere from 10 to 30 cell members in locations across the Baghdad
area. And we do show that normally just about every press conference, or every other -
press conference, kind of where we are in terms of the operations over the last two weeks.

But I think one of the most important things is we all realize that ultimately this whole
militia thing is going to be solved by a political solution, not by a military solution.
Kinetically, we’ll continue to operate on when we know they’re operating outside the
law, but we really have are ultimately going to have to have the prime minister, through
his efforts, find a political solution to this militia issue here that exists.

Q: As far as the U.S. casualties are concerned, can you give me some estimation of how
many of U.S. casualties are a result of IEDs and ambushes and not as a result of direct
combat? [ mean the questions that we're getting a lot of times are are we killing as many
of them as they’re killing of us, just to be as plain as we can be?

Caldwell: We don’t obviously publicly talk about where the majority of our casualties are
coming from, although you could probably put it together by taking all our press releases
(inaudible) casualties and you would start seeing a trend that obviously — you know, we
are very concerned about IEDs. There are a lot of attacks on us. Most of the attacks that
occur against the Coalition forces do not produce many casualties because they’re just
not very effective against us and it’s a variety of factors, you can imagine, from our body
armor, to our gear, to our protection, to our responsive, to our suppressive fires, so that —
although the largest number of attacks (will?) occur against Coalition forces right now on
a daily basis, most are very ineffective in terms of producing the equivalent number of
casualties. Although we have seen as we all know as of yesterday there were 73 U.S.
casualties — deaths, specifically, already in this monith.

We do know that if you go back and you look in the month of September within the
Baghdad area detained — I know that the Multi-National Division-Baghdad themselves

NY TIMES 721




detained over 750 people and killed over another 80, but — in the month of September
that is.

But we don’t normally go through and talk a lot about the casualty figures; we have been
very concerned about not getting into some body count. If you go into this month of
October we are in a very high glide path having detained already well over 580 at this
point and have already killed over 30 insurgent activities within the city of Baghdad
itself; this is not countrywide, obviously we’'ve got other operations that are going on by
our specialized forces, our Marines out west, and other places, too.

But that’s just within Baghdad city. So there’s been a tremendous amount of activity
within the Baghdad area when you start looking at those kind of figures, if that helps put
some of that into perspective for you.

Q: I think there’s been an awful lot of misreporting about what the president’s said about
[raq versus Vietnam. I understood him to only say that there’s a parallel in that the enemy
is trying to influence public opinion. I didn’t understand him to say anything more than
that. What was your understanding of what he said?

Caldwell: That was my exact understanding, too, and I had carefully read the text. It was
a question that was given to him and he didn’t come up with that, he was responding to
somebody asking about that; he said, yeah, I think you could make that analogy or
something like that. When asked a question when he specifically was talking about it in

terms of the media and how that can turn public opinion and how 1t was used back then,
in fact did turn public opinion. We have already seen on jihadist web sites within the last

week, at least I know of two occasions right now — there may be more, we’re having our
teams look, where in fact they have already come out and stated that elections are going
to be occurring in the United States next month, and we need to continue to inflict as
many casualties as we can on the American forces, because that will force the American
people (inaudible — that will?) want to leave, or something like that, by doing that. So
they recognize themselves and are already talking to themselves on their web sites about
the importance of the media, inflicting American casualties and how that can be
perceived by Americans during the election period. And we did mention that yesterday
during our press conference, that we think that’s one of the three kind of reasons now
why we see an increased focus and effort against Coalition forces in terms of trying to
produce casualties against us.

(Q: That’s great, thanks.

Q: Following up on the detainees, the troops refer to it as the catch-and-release program
because something like 80 percent of all the detainees are released within four months.
When you’re using the word detainee, is that what you mean, that we can expect the vast
majority of these people to be released back out on the street? Or do you mean arrests
that will actually result in prison terms so these same guys won’t be back out in the
streets?
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Caldwell: Of that number, if you take September and October within Baghdad, you
know, we’re at 1,300 or so, one thousand three hundred or so that were picked up at least
detainees. They will go through the process of producing the evidence that they have
against these folks, and if it sufficient then they will put them in the detention system. But
you are correct, at this point they are not into the detention system.

I am not quite sure, and I was trying to think — I was talking to Jack Gardner today about
where his current statistics stand in terms of how many people — yeah, he right now has
about 13,700 people in the detention system. Now those are the folks that are being held
because in fact there is sufficient evidence to continue holding for a long period of time
and they will not be (immediately?) released.

I think you know that the month of June that we did release - the prime minister did ask
and they went through the system and did release quite a few and that’s part of the whole
reconciliation process, about 1,500 or so as I recall were released. And in fact at that
point we were about 14,500, went down to about 13,000.

{Inaudible) how many people do go through the central criminal court of Iraq. They are
charged, like last week, they administered one more death sentence and quite a few
prison sentences and then they move out of our detention system and into the Iraqi prison
system. But right now we do have about 13,000 people in our system.

Q: Do you know how many the Iraqis have?

Caldwell: Boy, I don’t know that answer. I can try to find out; I’ve just not asked that
question before. I know we don’t readily have it here; I've not seen it in anything before,
but we can ask that question.

Q: Thank you.
(cross talk)

Q: Sir, I just want to Jet you know that everybody back here on this call and all the
wounded soldiers I talk to on a weekly basis couldn’t be prouder of what you’re doing
and what the rest of you guys do from over there. We truly appreciate you’ve got our
back and warm hearts and support and regards to what goes on.

Q: Here, here.
(Q: Amen.

Caldwell: Well, that’s great. I sure appreciate that. You know it does amaze me when
you go out and talk to young kids, at least one day a week I get out and spend time with

some unit out here just so that [ am maintaining my situational awareness and can talk
from anecdotal stories from young men and women out there. [ am just continually — they

see the difference down at their level. When you talk to them, they actually feel like they
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are making a difference. They can see it; they can feel it. And as I keep telling them that’s
the most important thing. Well, that’s great to hear. Thanks.

Q: Hooah.

Q: On the other side, you know, I talked to a sergeant the other week, and I am hearing
more and more that these rules of engagement have restricted the soldiers far too much;
that our forces can’t be ruthless enough, even to the point back to releasing these
detainees, the sergeant told me he was with the Iraqi forces and they still get fire from
mosques and they can’t do anything about it. So that’s on the other side of the equation,
that we are just not ruthless enough on bringing this enemy down. The government
leadership over there is so weak that they can’t even disarm the militias or order them
disarmed to the point where anybody caught with a weapon would be basically
eliminated.

So that’s the other thing that we're getting back; and that’s frustrating to hear that we’re
running the same routes and getting more wounded and killed by IEDs and there’s
nobody seizing the momentum or changing the momentum enough. It’s visual, anyhow.
That’s just a comment and observation.

Q: Well you know, you are right. I can understand your frustration. One of the real
challenges is the nature has changed over here. In the last six months I"ve been here 1t
truly has gone from more to a non-kinetic fight to a kinetic fight. And that’s a difficult
and hard thing because there’s still places where you need to be very violent and very
kinetic, but there’s more than ample other situations where we need to keep asking
ourselves do we need to be — do we actually need to bust that door down that house when
we go in, or can we knock on the door? I mean, (inaudible) intelligence that unless we
blow the door off the hinges and knock it down with a battering ram or whatever the case,
we are putting ourselves at grave risk. And when we have seen in Baghdad when
different units have done it differently, but one of the Stryker units, I was just amazed at
the attitude of the people, the atmospherics. You know we do a lot of internal
atmospherics out there in the neighborhoods.

[ was amazed at the difference between one and the other, it was truly by the attitude the
commander had taken, to the point where he tells his people, look, you’re not going to
run them off the road, I want you every now and then let them go by first, you don’t have
to make them always vield to you; exhibit a little more courtesy to the citizenry; do knock
on the doors when we are doing these searches, don’t batter down the doors. And there
was actually some real positive results of that that occurred.

Now, true, there is the risk always that there’s going to be that suicide element out there,
either a vest or a car, that will take advantage of that ability to have a little in closer
contact with the Iragis themselves. But the payoff from that also at least in this one area
does appear to be tremendous for the unit that was operating there. So, the nature 15
changing and that is hard for some of these young troops that have been operating very
kinetically to turn and operate less kinetically. Because it is frustrating, because we move
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— as we go towards a more political solution now than a kinetic solution that's also a very
difficult mindset to change, and it’s a lot more frustrating, I know for those in the uniform
down there — it gets hard holding, as we watch this political process try to take hold and
the prime minister try to move it forward, he and President Talabani and everybody else
as they are making these strides. But there are activities — (inaudible) across the board.

You know the conferences two weeks ago the prime minister had, with all the tribal
elements from out in al Anbar sitting on that — the prime minister made some promises
and he follows through — already I think we delivered about $11 million out there since
that conference now to projects that the money was promised earlier and now finally has
moved in and the people out there are seeing that. We see the tribal elements coming
together out there — they do not want al Qaeda out there. We see them in fact taking on al
Qaeda and fighting them, we’re seeing some of that start to occur.

S0 the dynamics of this whole thing, let the prime minister work these different elements.
As you know yesterday he met Sistani and Sadr both down in Najaf, When you look at
the comments Sadr made after that conference some very positive in terms of wanting, or
at least stating publicly that he was going to let the system work and support the prime
minister.

So the prime minister is reaching out trying to touch all these different elements and
come to a pohitical solution which is going to be the ultimate — only way this country is
going to achieve that unity that it needs.

Q: Thank you.

Q: Is there any sort of - the Iragis seem to arise to the occasion whenever they have a
date certain. I mean, they did very well in the January elections, they did very well in the
December elections. Is there any sort of impetus to having maybe a date imposed on
when they turn over — or when they assume control of provinces or other milestones
along the way so they do seem to perform better under those circumstances?

Caldwell: You're exactly right. There has been if you look historically (inaudible)
milestone, they tend to perform a little better. They seem to get focused (inaudible). We
are seeing that with some of their legislative initiatives. This thing that President Talabani
posted on to the web site, when you look at that, and we’ve gone through it in fairly good
detail over the last few days. If in fact all of these laws that they say they are going to
achieve in 2006 — (inaudible) it’s a one-law page thing the council president he discusses
the security situation the frame of the political timetables what the heading is, but it’s
everything from the law for the (IECI?), the ¢lections piece, the law concerning the
¢lections and the governance and specifying the date to hold them, a law concerning oil
or as we call the hydrocarbon law, a law concerning de-Ba’athification, a law concerning
the flag logo and national anthem, a law approving (inaudible) dealing with militias. ]
mean, if in fact they meet all these timetables like they have just agreed to and (off the
record portion).
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Q: Can you give us that web site? (Discussion of web sites.)

(other off-the-record discussion)
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(b)(6)

From: McCausland, Jeffrey (P)E)

Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2006 6:47 PM

To: PO OSD PA

Subject: RE: Possible Conference Call Tomorrow

bre . Believe it or not | was at the bottom of the Grand Canyon and totally out of cellphone and email contact! If
there js a transcript of his remarks | would love to read it.

Best,

Jeff

From: (P)(®) OSD PA [mailtn*b)(ﬁ)
Sent: Thu 10/19/2006 6:03 PM

To: undisclosed-recipients

Subject: Possible Conference Cali Tomorrow

Gentlemen,

| wanted to give you a heads up that we MAY be able to put together a conference call with a senior u.s. military
leader out of Iraq tomorrow morning to talk to you about the increased violence. The call would probably take
place first thing in the morning (0800 eastern time), so please mark your calendars if you are able to join us. | will
send out call in info as soon as | can confirm that we're able to pul! it together.

In the meantime, please et me know if you are interested and available.

(I;I;Fanks and have a great evening.

(b)(6)

Public Affairs
Office of the Secretary of Defense
(b)(2)

12/3/2007
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(b)(6)

_—m

From: Barber, Allison Ms OSD PA

Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2006 11:31 AM

To: (b)(6) | OSD PA

Subject: Fw: [U] RE: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts
Atftachments: image001.gif

Wow. Way to go [B)6) What a nice vote of confidence in your work
Al

----- Original Message----- b6
From: Caldwell William B MG MNFI DCS STRATEFF <william.caldwelld?(®

To: (b)(6) OSD PA; (b)(6) COL_STRATEFF (b)(6)

CC: Thompsonh. Jonathan SES OSD PA: (b)(6) QSL PA: Ruff. Eric Mr OSD PA:

(b)(6) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF {b)(6) ; Ballesteros, Mark J
LTC 0SD PA;[(b)(6) OSD PA; (b)(6) OSD PA; Banusiewicz, John, AFPS;
Barber, Allison Ms OSD PA; Whitman, Brvan Mr OSD . (b)(6) | COL. STRATEFF

T COMMS DIV

(b)(6) MNFI STRATEFF

(b)(6) Chief of Staff

(D)(6)

(b)(6) - KO

Sent: Fri Cct 20 23:52:07 2006
Subject: {U] RE: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

b)(6 : +
N thanks for making this all come together. Thought it wag a very productive

session. Jonathan Thompson was right in recommending this venue — one we need to sustain
at scme frequency which I will talk with Jonathan about.

Again — appreciated your help, and trust you alsc received the materials to forward
ontc the Analysts.

V/r — Bil]l Caldwell

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FCR OFFICIAL USE ONLY If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL
USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, "DoD Freedom
of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9, “Clearance of DoD Information for
Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy Review of Dob
Information for Public Release” apply.

From: () Mg OSD PA [mailto[{P)®)

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 3:37 PM

To: (b)(6) COL STRATEFF (5)(6)

Cc: Thompson, Jonathan SES OSD PA:; OSD PA; Ruff, Eric Mr 0OSD PA;
Caldwell William B MG MNFI DCS ETRHTEFFﬂﬁKE} MAJ MNFI STRATEFF; Ballesteros,
Mark J LTC OSD PA; (b)(6) OSD PA; (b)(6) OSD PA; (b)(6)

1
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AFPS; Barber, Allison Ms OSD PA; Bryan Whitman
Subject: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts

Colonel,

Please find attached (and pasted below) the agenda for the call with Retired Military
Analysts in a half hour. The RSVP's I have received so far are on the second page. The
dial in numbker is also on the Agenda. Please let me know if vou have any gquestions.

Thank you for ynuf time.

v/r,

(0)(6)

(b)(6)
FPublic Affairs

cretary of Defense
(b)(2)

As of 8:3D0 a.m.

Conference Call

image001.gIf (9 KB)

Ret red Military Analysts

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20G, 2006 TIME: 9:00 — 9:45 a.m.
AGENDA

9:00 a.m. Welcome and Introduction {GUIDELINES)

(b)(6)

©SD Public Affairs
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From: [®© COL STRATEFF | )

Sent.  Sunday, October 22, 2006 7:41 AM

To:  (bX6) OSD PA: Thompson, Jonathan SES OSD PA: (b)(6) OSD PA:;

Ballesteros, Mark J LTC OSD PA; Barber, Allison Ms OSD PA

ce: [ MAJ MNF! STRATEFF; Whitman, Bryan Mr OSD PA

Subject: [U] RE: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Mr Thompson and [P®

Please email to us soonest the transcript of MG Caldwell’s Retired Military Analysts Conference
call transcript. We'd like to use it to assist GEN Casey for his PC with Ambassador Khalilzad.

V/R,
(b)(6)

Stay informed!: hitp:./www.mnf-iraq.com/

(0)E) Colonel, USAF
Deputy Chief, Strategic Communications
Strategic Effects, MNF-I

nen @@

Comm [(P)(2)
Int'|PX2)
MCI(b)(2)

(b)(6)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy

Review of DoD Information for Public Release™ apply.

Fromi0)(®) OSD PA [mailto:(0)(6)
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 3:37 PM
To:(b)(6) COL STRATEFF
Cc: Thompson, Jonathan SES OSD PA:(P)(®) OSD PA; Ruff, Eric Mr OSD PA; Caldwell William 8 MG
MNFI DCS STRATEFF:(b)(6) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF; Ballesteros, Mark J LTC OSD PA:{b)(6)

(D)) 0sD paP)®) 0SD PA;[b)(E) AFPS; Barber, Allison Ms OSD PA; Bryan
wWhitman

Subject: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts

12/3/2007
NY TIMES
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Colonel,

Please find attached {and pasted below) the agenda for the call with Retired Military Analysts in a half hour. The
R3VP's | have received so far are on the second page. The dial in number is also on the Agenda. Please let me
know if you have any questions.

Thank you for your time.

viT,
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Public Affairs

Office of the Secretary of Defense
(b)(2) \

Asof 8:30 a.m.

Conference Call

Retired Military Analysts
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2006 TIME: 9:00 — 9:45 a.m.

AGENDA

9:00 a.am.  Welcome and Introduction (GUIDELINES)

(b)(6) . :
. OSD Public Affairs

9:01 a.m.  Update on Situation in Baghdad

e Major General William Caldwell

9:30 a.m. Q& A
« Military Analysts

9:45 a.m., Conference Call Concludes (GUIDELINES)
(b)(8)

12/3/2007
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Note: Dial-in-telephone numbers are’(b)(z)
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Confirmed Retired Military Analysts:

Mr. Jed Babbin (USAF, JAG) American Spectator
Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu (USA, Retired) Fox News
Lieutenant Colonel Tim J. Eads (USA, Retired) Fox News
Colonel John Garrett (USMC, Retired) Fox News
Command Sergeant Major Steven Greer (USA, Retired) Fox News
General William F. “Buck” Kernan (USA, Retired)
Major General James “Spider” Marks (USA, Retired) CNN
Lieutenant General Thomas Mclnerney {(USAF, Retired) Fox News
Major General Paul E. Vallely (USA, Retired) Fox News
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(b)(6)

fb)(ﬁ)

From: MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS Div [b)(6)
Sent:  Saturday, October 21, 2006 5:19 AM

To: (b)(6) DSD PA

Subject: RE: [U] document from Caldwell's conference call

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Sheik Mazen Abdul Khaliz El Saaezi

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD) Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction $23 0.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.

From{P© 0SD PA [mailto[D1® _
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 10:31 PM
To: (b)) MAJ] MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV

Subject: RE: [U] document from Caldwell's conference call

major,
wonder if you can also answer the below question? one of our writers was listening to the tape of the conf call and
is trying to make heads or tails.

thanks
(b)(6)

Is the Sheikh that Caldwell referenced Sheikh Mazen al-Saedi? He gave a longer name on the tape (had
abdul and the last name sounded more like Saiz, but the papers are all talking about this guy).

Question: You said you were comfortable with the plan, but there was a report in the AP that a

major terror leader had been arrested by American forces, and the prime minister had ordered General
Casey to release him, and he had been released. I wasn’t aware that (Prime Minister) Maliki could order
General Casey to release people suspected of murder.

(cue 215) Caldwell: What the person you are talking about is Sheikh — he has a real long name — (Sheikh
Mazen al-Saedi?) and we did, we picked him up at about 0330 in the moming of the 17th, for allegedly
being involved in illegal activities that are operating outside of the law. And the very next day at the
request of the prime minister he was released. And the prime minister made the request and the
Coalition forces did release him. I am not sure I would call it being ordered; but the prime minister did
make the request that he be released and we released him. He did in fact sign a conditional release form
in which he promised to support the government of Iraq and disavow future acts of violence when he

was finally released.

From: [0)(®) MA) MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV [mailto[?(®)

12/3/2007
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Sent: Friday, r 20, 2006 11:51 AM
To: gb)(ﬁ) OSD PA
Subject: RE: [U] document from Caldwell's conference call

%aisiﬂ‘catinn: UNCLASSIFIED
b)(6)

'l check on the number in Iraq prisons ...

d Talibani's web site is all in Arabic, which is why we have a translated copy of info.
(b)(6)

o Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Rt

e If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure

F under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,

: “Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.

From J(h)(a) OSD PA [mailto{ >

Sent. Friday, October 20, 2006 6:42 PM

To:(b)(®) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV
Cc: NTR MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV

Subject: RE: [U] document from Caldwell's conference call

major,

thanks. i will pass this along. there was also one more pending question from bing west, which mg caldwell said
he would try to get the answer for. the question was: what's the number held in prison under long sentences by
the waqis? is that something you can help with?

also, what is the address for talibani's website?

thanks tons,

E

From{®®) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV [mailto:(®®©
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 11:28 AM

Toxb)b) OSD PA

Ce: (b)) CNTR MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV

Subject: [U] document from Caidwell's conference call

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
(b)© |
Attached is the document that MG Caldwell referenced today. This is a translation of the info taken directly from
President Talibani's official website. The info is specific to a timetable for critical political and economic
measures, If recall, Jim Garamone asked the question that spurred MG Caldwell to talk to this info.

(b)(ﬁ)w
Maj, U.S. Marine Corps
PAQ, Multi National Force-Iraq, Baghdad
Commerciai{b)(2)
MCI Cell: (b)) |
DSN: (b)(2)
Iragna
Secure VOIP: (B)(2)
NiPR: [b)(®)

12/3/2007
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b)(6
SWRE)()
CENTREX: (0)(6)

Stay Informed: www.mnf-iraq.com

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy

Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.
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From: Caldwell William B MG MNF! DCS STRATEFF [william.caldweil@®®)
Sent:  Friday, October 20, 2006 11:52 PM

To: PO 0SD PABE) COL STRATEFF
Cc: E%Mhan SES QOSD PA:[b)(6) Mr OSD PA; Ruff, Eric Mr OSD PA:
| STRATEFF. B rk J LTC OSD PA:[b)(®)
(b)E|0SD PALRIE) , i%@& Barber, Allison Ms OSD PA:
fﬂﬂmman_anlan_ndr OSD PA;(b)(6) - [b)(6) COMMS DIV
b)(®) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF:(b)(6) - Chief of Staff:
(b)(6) (b)(6) - X0

Subject: [U] RE: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

b)(6

- thanks for making this all come together. Thought it was a very productive session. Jonathan
Thompson was right in recommending this venue — one we need to sustain at some frequency which |
will talk with Jonathan about.

Again ~ appreciated your help, and trust you also received the materials to forward onto the Anaiysts.

Vir — Bill Caldwell

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and Do) Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD) Information for Public Release” apply.

From{®®) 0OSD PA [mailtofP)(6)
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 3:37 PM
To:(b)(6) | COL STRATEFF
Cc: Thompson, Jonathan SES OSD PA;(P)(E) Mr OSD PA; Ruff, Eric Mr OSD PA; Caldwell William B MG
MNFI DCS STRATEFF;[b)(6) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF; Ballesteros, Mark J LTC OSD PA; (b)(6)

(b)(6) 0SD PA;(b)(6) OSD PA; (b)(6) AFPS; Barber, Allison Ms QSD PA; Bryan
Whitman

Subject: Conference call with Retired Military Analysts

Colonel,
Please find attached (and pasted below) the agenda for the call with Retired Military Analysts in a half hour, The

R3VP's | have received so far are on the second page. The dial in number is also on the Agenda. Please et me

know Iif you have any questions.
Thank you for your time.,

vit,
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Public Affairs
Office of the Secretary of Defense

12/3/2007
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(b)(2)

As of 8:30 a.m.

Conference Call

Retired Military Analysts
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2006 TIME: 9:00 — 9:45 a.m.

9:00 a.m.  Welcome and Introduction (GUIDELINES)

. PO OSD Public Affairs

9:01 am.  Update on Situation in Baghdad

» Major General William Caldwell

9:30 a.m. Q& A
« Military Analysts

9:45a.m.  Conference Call Concludes (GUIDELINES)

(b)(6)

b)(2
Note: Dial-in-telephone numbers are or [V

12/3/2007
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Confirmed Retired Military Analysts:

Mr, Jed Babbin (USAF, JAG) American Spectator
Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu (USA, Retired) Fox News
Lieutenant Colonel Tim J. Eads (USA, Retired) Fox News
Colonel John Garrett (USMC, Retired) Fox News
Command Sergeant Major Steven Greer (USA, Retired) Fox News
General William F. “Buck” Kernan (USA, Retired)
Major General James “Spider” Marks (USA, Retired) CNN
Lieutenant General Thomas Mclnerney (USAF, Retired) Fox News
Major General Paul E. Vallely (USA, Retired) Fox News
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From: ()(6) _ OSD PA

Sent: Friday, 0, 2006 5:29 PM

To: (b)(6) OSD PA

Subject: Caldwell

Attachments: 10-20-06 MG Caldwel! Irag partial 2.doc
10-20-06 MG

Caldwell [raq part...
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MG Caldwell (from Iraq)

Conference call with military analysts

Friday, Oct. 20, 2006

Note: call was on the record except for some portions on background (those portions not

transcribed)
Transcriber: [0)(6)

Caldwell: I guess the first thing to start off with is obviously from the press conference
yesterday (Oct. 18) that we did over here in Baghdad there has been a lot of questions
about what may or may not have been said, and 1 just really wanted to help first, clarify
that, that there has been a question about whether or not we feel like the plan has been a
failure. And that’s not the case at all. I think talking to {inaudible) especially everybody
understands anytime you devise a plan, you put into implementation of it, you are
constantly reassessing and re-evaluating it. That’s what we have been doing from the
beginning. We are continuing to do that with this plan, and when we said yesterday that
we are going back and continuing to refine it, that’s exactly what we are doing.

We are going to make adjustments to it. We are talking with the government of Iraq on 2
weekly basis of what we call the Ministerial Committee for National Security, and then
of course the CG (commanding general), General Casey, does it on a even probably
informal basis directly with the prime minister, too.

So those are things that are ongoing that perhaps they portrayed it as some kind of just
dramatic shift that is going to occur, and it’s not. You know I was talking really at the
tactical level, tactically what we are looking at within the plan.

We do want to make some adjustments and refinements to it, We are going to do that,
and we will continue executing the plan.

Our theme that we keep kind of using is the fact that violence and progress do co-exist
here in Iraq. That’s something General Casey said back in Washington about two weeks
ago. It’s something we’ve recognized over here — that we’re not going to have one before
the other, that in fact they are both going to have to be worked in parallel to each other.

We're going to have continue working on progress within country — with the rebuilding
portion of 1t, with the governance piece, with the economic piece, simultancously we’re
dealing with the levels of violence that we experience at different intensities at different
times at different areas.

But obviously, our overall goal is eventually to build the government of Iraq to where it
can handle its security itself, where, you know, it’s self reliant to handle the levels of
violence. And there will be varying levels of violence that are still always going to occur
here, even when it reaches a point when we are quote-unguote “successful” and have
achieved the desired end state. You’ll have heard different people refer to it as, you
know, a country that’s at peace with its neighbors, lives in peace and security, but in fact
we recognize the fact that it’s going to be many, many years before this country sees a
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level of violence that’s more normal to we’re used to in America and what Westerners
would want to see. There is going to be some sort of level of criminal that is still going to
be here, then you’re going to have some sort of sectarian violence still at some low level,
and you’re probably still going to have some leve] of terrorist activity, insurgent activity
that is still going to occur.

What we have to do is develop the Iragi Security Forces to such that they are able and
capable of handling those three various levels of violence, bringing them down to some
level to where the security forces are just above them, and can handle it, and that’s the
point which we’ll be allowed — or able — to disengage our forces.

Ultimately what’s going on is there’s a need for a political solution more than a military
solution at this point. Any place we go in and we have conducted operations just as
anybody has seen for many, many years, we are able to control the situation where our
forces are present. But to ultimately bring the security, the relative security and prosperity
this country it’s going to take and require a political solution to what’s going on.

There is a tremendous amount of dialogue that is occurring. You’ve heard that the prime
minister had this 24-point plan in June; he’s had already now two of his national
reconciliation conferences, they’ve announced a third one is going to be on Nov. 4, that
they are going to do, we’re not sure the final one. We know that he is working his four-
point plan he outlined about two weeks ago, figuring out how to put that into place, and
working with the various political factions and the different sectarian elements here.

But he 1s engaged in dialogue and working with all the different sects, and that’s exactly
what has to occur if we are going to eventually come to some political solution for this
country. Because it is ultimately up to the Iraqi people to rebuild and secure their own
country; that’s not something that we are going to be able to do completely for them; we
can only set the stage to allow that to occur.

The prime minister did announce the formation of a special committee here about two
days ago — or a couple days ago now - that will address the issue of militias and also take
on overseeing the reform of the security ministries, specifically the ministry of defense,
interior and the INIS — the Iraqi National Intelligence Service.

And those are ongoing and there was initial reports that were due back out to the prime
minister this week. Already we’ve seen some things occur, such as the two national
police division commanders that have been removed from their duties and assigned other
duties, which is a very positive step forward with the government doing that type thing,
because that needed to occur at the very top in both those cases. [t was something we saw
that would be a very positive step forward, but they made that on their own. It truly
wasn't us forcing anything in the background; that was a decision they took unilaterally
and executed. We were in tremendous agreement with the decision they made, obviously,

and very supportive of it.
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We have said that the spike in violence that we are seeing would occur during the
Ramadan period; we announced it well before Ramadan even started. We have seen it for
over the last two years; historically, it’s about a 20 percent increase in the level of
violence in terms of attacks, although that doesn’t necessarily equate to casualties, some
set number, but it does in terms of the amount of activity. Over the last two years it’s
increased; we’re seeing a 22 percent increase already in the first three weeks of Ramadan
compared to the last three weeks before Ramadan. So that is in fact occurring as we
though it would. And we just yesterday got a tremendous spike in VBED (vehicle-borne
explosive devices) activity across the country. [ want to say it was 17 altogether different
activities occurring between vehicle IEDs and suicide-vehicle IEDs. And we can provide
more detail — approximately 25 killed, about another I want to say about another 80
wounded, but I can get those exact figures here momentarily for you.

So that did occur, and again, this is on the night of (inaudible) power, and we though we
would see the spike there, in fact we did, just like we thought we did yesterday. But that
will (7continue).

You heard what happened at Balad. Initially the press was portraying this as a tough
situation that the government showed some kind of failure almost or something when in
fact, when it was all finally said and done and I had the opportunity to talk with one of
the ground commanders on site, it actually turned out to be a fairly good news story in
terms of how the Iraqi leadership in that area reacted and responded to what occurred.

It started with the Iraqi army having killed an AQ! (al Qaeda in Iraq) figure — a Sunni
AQI member, In retaliation for that about 24 hours later, you know, we found a bunch of
Shi’a who were killed in retaliation for that, 14 of them to be exact. And then the very
next day we saw 26 Sunni that were killed for that, And right away the mayor of Balad
placed the city on a curfew. They called together a meeting with team leaders, started
talking about how to diffuse this situation. The next day they saw some indirect fire in the
city; one more person was killed. And then on the 18", they had a major conference of
just over a couple hundred ~ 100, 200 people — that came together, including everybody
from the provincial governor, the vice governor of the Salah ad Din Province, to the
mayor, to the police chief, t0 some local sheiks —about seven or so local sheiks came in;
they brought in the Iraqi army deputy brigade commander, the local Iraqi army battalion
commanders, we were present — the Coalition forces were present but not at all involved.
And they all came together and signed a pact and agreed to stop what would have been a
cycle of violence that would have continued had there not been immediate response and
action by the leadership of that province. They took charge; they stopped it; and we have
not had another incident since then.

The numbers were grossly exaggerated initially from what we had heard in the news in
terms of what the casualties were. We actually went to the local hospitals and verified the
numbers, so it was somewhere around about 14 Shi’a and about 26 Sunni, so about 40
people who were Killed in the sectarian violence based on that {one mortar?) from the
direct fire.
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So there was no real reporting on that, although we did talk it at the press conference

yesterday, and then stated in fact we were pleased to see them taking charge and going
through that piece.

I could go on. I’d be glad to talk to any specifics you all would like to. I can go
everywhere from talking legislative actions the governor of Iraq 1s working and kind of
where we are and how we see that playing out. The president, Talabani, did just post on a
web site his legislative actions that they want to accomplish through the rest of this year,
2006, and then what they want to work into the beginning of 2007. It’s a timeline of
events. In fact, in ties in very closely to everything we’ve been talking — we being the
U.S. mission and Coalition forces — have been talking to the leadership over here about,
But it’s those kind of activities that when you watch them OCCUrring again gives us
tremendous hope and promise for the future — the fact that they’re government is
functioning; the Council of Representatives is meeting, they’re having debate. They're
going through the first — their second read, and then voting on these laws. They have
passed a couple of key critical pieces of legislative actions, such as the investment law,
which was huge, and they’re now working out also things like paying back debt they owe
to the Turkish government which will allow for the border to be reopened and fuel to
come across, which they are going to need throughout this winter time period, but they
were 1n arrears for about 200 million dollars, and they’ve managed to figure out how to
get money out of their system and start paying back the government of Turkey.

We see things like an international exposition that took place in late September up in
Irbil; about 800 companies from 20 different countries showed up there for that event,
you know, people who were interested in investing and establishing businesses over here.

We know that September they also passed their fuel import liberalization law, which is
really, really important that they did, and that should start helping with the black market
sales, and improve the fuel supply and reduce corruption by opening more the energy
sector to pnivate investment, which is something they desperately needed to do, too,
because corruption within the whole fuel business was very — was rampant, and things
like the fuel import liberalization law will help set better market prices; it will aliow for
better distribution so the black market — the lucrativeness of doing that will now
decreasing over time,

Anyway those are — I mean, and I can go on some other things. We can talk about the
regions law if you want, that they did pass, although I am not an expert I can at least talk
i1t some. But the two that we’re still focused on very heavily is the hydrocarbon law and
the de-Ba’athification. Both of those are going to be very important to be dealt with, and
discussed, and hopefully addressed by the Council of Representatives before the end of
December when they are scheduled to go out of session again for two more months, and
then come back in session in March.

With that, I’} take any questions anybody has, and I'll open it up and try and address

things. But we were just a little concerned that after the press conference yesterday that it
was kind of portrayed as if we felt that the plan was failing; and I think that anybody in
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the military that has served a couple of days at all understands that what we do is we in
fact revise, which is nothing new. We constantly reassess where we are: we have taken
this overall assessment of whether the conditions are still the same under which we
developed the plan; if they are not, we make revisions to our plan to adjust to the
conditions that exist. And that’s exactly what we’re going through right now as we
continue doing some detailed analysis of this plan.

So we are very comfortable with where we are. We know that we’ve got to do some
work; we’ve been doing it. And I think we’ll see some minor modifications to the plan
here in the very near future.

And with that, I'll take any questions anybody has.

Question: You said you were comfortable with the plan, but there was a report in the AP
that a major (JAM? Leader inaudible) had been arrested by American forces, and the
prime minister had ordered General Casey to release him, and he had been released. |
wasn’t aware that (Prime Minister} Maliki could order General Casey to release people
suspected of murder.

Caldwell: What the person you are talking about is Sheikh — he has a real long name -
(Sheikh Mazen al-Saedi?) and we did, we picked him up at about 0330 in the morning of
the 17™, for allegedly being involved in illegal activities that are operating outside of the
law. And the very next day at the request of the prime minister he was released. And the
prime minister made the request and the Coalition forces did release him. I am not sure I
would call it being ordered; but the prime minister did make the request that he be
released and we released him. He did in fact sign a conditional release form in which he
promised to support the government of Iraq and disavow future acts of violence when he

was finally released.

But anyway, that did occur, and our position on that is this is a sovereign nation, the
prime minister is in charge, if he makes the determination that he wants somebody
released from custody and the request comes in, General Casey made the decision, or [
should say really, it was probably — I'd have to find out exactly who made it, but it was
prime minister, General — I mean the ambassador, General Casey made the decision and
(inaudible) their request to go ahead and release the person.

Q: To follow up on that, you know, it has a very bad odor over here, because we
understand this guy, you know, has been involved in planning or maybe even making
attacks on American soldiers. Is there some protest we made to Maliki? Is there some
thing we’ve said that, you know, you can’t demand that we release guys with blood on

their hands?
(Off the record)

Q: How would you describe what you are doing right now tactically when we talk about
going against the militias? Are you indeed just conducting sweeps for arms and the
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torture chambers and that type of thing? Are you actively trying to bring down the
militias as U.S. forces?

Caldwell: I’1l go back on the back record. I'l] tell you, we know that within this city there
are, you know, (Army Maj. Gen.) J.D. Thurman probably said it best, there’s at least 23
different militia groups that operate within the city of Baghdad. I mean, he’s got them all
by name, can tell you generally where they are located. We track them as best we can by
intelligence to understand who they are, what their goals are and everything else, but we
clearly stand by the position that if you are in fact operating outside the law we are going
to come after you.

We have a very — we have a special cell that has been formed, put together — General
Casey did this several months ago, that does nothing but monitor, track and help us target
those who are involved in sectarian violence or extrajudicial killings, specifically within
the Baghdad area. And there’s a lot of resources that are used in that targeting effort, and
that’s why on any kind of weekly basis, you are going to find we’re picking up several
cell leaders and anywhere from 10 to 30 cell members in locations across the Baghdad
area. And we do show that normaliy just about every press conference, or every other
press conference, kind of where we are in terms of the operations over the last two weeks.

But [ think one of the most important things is we all realize that ultimately this whole
militia thing is going to be solved by a political solution, not by a military solution.
Kinetically, we’ll continue to operate on when we know they’re operating outside the
law, but we really have are ultimately going to have to have the prime minister, through
his efforts, find a political solution to this militia issue here that exists.

Q: As far as the U.S. casualties are concerned, can you give me some estimation of how
many of U.S. casualties are a result of IEDs and ambushes and not as a result of direct
combat? | mean the questions that we’re getting a lot of times are are we killing as many
of them as they’re killing of us, just to be as plain as we can be?

X (checked to this point except the sheik’s name — trying to confirm that via Tara with
Caldwell’s people).

Caldwell: We don’t obviously publicly talk about where the majority of our casualties are
coming from, although you could probably put it together by taking all our press releases
(inaudible) casualties and you would start seeing a trend that obviously — you know, we
are very concerned about [EDs. There are a lot of attacks on us. Most of the attacks that
occur against the Coalition forces do not produce many casualties because they’re just
not very effective against us and it’s a variety of factors, you can imagine, from our body
armor, 1o our gear, to our protection, to our responsive, to our suppressive fires, so that —
although the largest number of attacks (will?) occur against Coalition forces right now on
a daily basis, most are very ineffective in terms of producing the equivalent number of
casualties. Although we have seen as we all know as of yesterday there were 73 U.S.
casualties — deaths, specifically, already in this month.
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We do know that if yﬁu go back and you look in the month of September within the
Baghdad area detained — [ know that the Multi-National Division-Baghdad themselves
detained over 750 people and killed over another 80, but — in the month of September
that 1s.

But we don’t normally go through and talk a lot about the casualty figures; we have been
very concerned about not getting into some body count. If you go into this month of
October we are in a very high glide path having detained already well over 580 at this
point and have already killed over 30 insurgent activities within the city of Baghdad
itself; this is not countrywide, obviously we’ve got other operations that are going on by
our specialized forces, our Marines out west, and other places, too.

But that’s just within Baghdad city. So there’s been a tremendous amount of activity
within the Baghdad area when you start looking at those kind of fi gures, if that helps put
some of that into perspective for you.

Q: L'think there’s been an awful lot of misreporting about what the president’s said about
[raq versus Vietnam. I understood him to only say that there’s a parallel in that the enemy
Is trying to influence public opinion. I didn’t understand him to say anything more than
that. What was your understanding of what he said?

Caldwell: That was my exact understanding, too, and I had carefully read the text. It was
a question that was given to him and he didn’t come up with that, he was responding to
somebody asking about that; he said, yeah, I think you could make that analogy or
something like that. When asked a question when he specifically was talking about it in
terms of the media and how that can turn public opinion and how it was used back then,
in fact did turn public opinion. We have already seen on jihadist web sites within the last
week, at least I know of two occasions right now — there may be more, we're having our
teams look, where in fact they have already come out and stated that elections are going
to be occurring in the United States next month, and we need to continue to inflict as
many casualties as we can on the American forces, because that will force the American
people (inaudible — that will?) want to leave, or something like that, by doing that. So
they recognize themselves and are already talking to themselves on their web sites about
the importance of the media, inflicting American casualties and how that can be
perceived by Americans during the election period. And we did mention that yesterday
during our press conference, that we think that’s one of the three kind of reasons now
why we see an increased focus and effort against Coalition forces in terms of trying to
produce casualties against us.

Q: That’s great, thanks.

Q: Following up on the detainees, the troops refer to it as the catch-and-release program
because something like 80 percent of all the detainees are released within four months,

When you’re using the word detainee, is that what you mean, that we can expect the vast
maiority of these people to be released back out on the street? Or do you mean arrests
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that will actually result in prison terms so these same guys won’t be back out in the
streets?

Caldwell: Of that number, if you take September and October within Baghdad, you
know, we’re at 1,300 or so, one thousand three hundred or so that were picked up at least
detainees. They will go through the process of producing the evidence that they have
against these folks, and if it sufficient then they will put them in the detention system. But
you are correct, at this point they are not into the detention system.

I am not quite sure, and I was trying to think — I was talking to Jack Gardner today about
where his current statistics stand in terms of how many people — yeah, he right now has

~ about 13,700 people in the detention system. Now those are the folks that are being held
because in fact there is sufficient evidence to continue holding for a long period of time
and they will not be (immediately?) released.

I think you know that the month of June that we did release — the prime minister did ask
and they went through the system and did release quite a few and that’s part of the whole
reconciliation process, about 1,500 or so as I recall were released. And in fact at that
point we were about 14,500, went down to about 13,000.

(Inaudible) how many people do go through the central criminal court of Iraq. They are
charged, like last week, they administered one more death sentence and quite a few
prison sentences and then they move out of our detention system and into the Iraqi prison
system. But right now we do have about 13,000 people in our system.

Q: Do you know how many the Iraqis have?

Caldwell: Boy, [ don’t know that answer. I can try to find out; I’ve just not asked that
question before. I know we don’t readily have it here; I’ve not seen it in anything before,
but we can ask that question,

Q: Thank you.

(cross talk)

Q: Sir, [ just want to let you know that everybody back here on this call and all the
wounded soldiers I talk to on a weekly basis couldn’t be prouder of what you’re doing
and what the rest of you guys do from over there. We truly appreciate you’ve got our
back and warm hearts and support and regards to what goes on.

Q: Here, here.

QQ: Amen,

Caldwell: Well, that’s great. I sure appreciate that. You know it does amaze me when
you go out and talk to young kids, at least one day a week I get out and spend time with
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some unit out here just so that | am maintaining my situational awareness and can talk
from anecdotal stories from young men and women out there. I am just continually — they
see the difference down at their level. When you talk to them, they actually feel like they
are making a difference. They can see it; they can feel it. And as I keep telling them that’s
the most important thing. Well, that’s great to hear. Thanks.

Q: Hooah.

Q: On the other side, you know, I talked to a sergeant the other week, and I am hearing
more and more that these rules of engagement have restricted the soldiers far too much;
that our forces can’t be ruthless enough, even to the point back to releasing these
detainees, the sergeant told me he was with the Iraqi forces and they still get fire from
mosques and they can’t do anything about it. So that’s on the other side of the equation,
that we are just not ruthless enough on bringing this enemy down. The government
leadership over there is so weak that they can’t even disarm the militias or order them
disarmed to the point where anybody caught with a weapon would be basically
eliminated.

So that’s the other thing that we’re getting back; and that’s frustrating to hear that we’re
running the same routes and getting more wounded and kilied by IEDs and there’s
nobody seizing the momentum or changing the momentum encugh. It’s visual, anyhow.
That’s just a comment and observation.

Q: Well you know, you are right. I can understand your frustration. One of the real
challenges 1s the nature has changed over here. In the last six months I’ve been here it
truly has gone from more to a non-kinetic fight to a kinetic fight. And that’s a difficult
and hard thing because there’s still places where you need to be very violent and very
kinetic, but there’s more than ample other situations where we need to keep asking
ourselves do we need to be — do we actually need to bust that door down that house when
we go 1n, or can we knock on the door? I mean, (inaudible) intelligence that uniess we
blow the door off the hinges and knock it down with a battering ram or whatever the case,
we are putting ourselves at grave risk. And when we have seen in Baghdad when
different units have done it differently, but one of the Stryker units, I was just amazed at
the attitude of the people, the atmospherics. You know we do a lot of internal
atmospherics out there in the neighborhoods.

I was amazed at the difference between one and the other, it was truly by the attitude the
commander had taken, to the point where he tells his people, look, you’re not going to
run them off the road, I want you every now and then let them go by first, you don’t have
to make them always yield to you; exhibit a little more courtesy to the citizenry; do knock
on the doors when we are doing these searches, don’t batter down the doors. And there
was actually some real positive results of that that occurred.

Now, true, there 1s the risk always that there’s going to be that suicide element out there,

either a vest or a car, that will takec advantage of that ability to have a little in closer
contact with the Iraqis themselves. But the payoff from that also at least in this one area
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does appear to be tremendous for the unit that was operating there. So, the nature is
changing and that is hard for some of these young troops that have been operating very
kinetically to turn and operate less kinetically. Because it is frustrating, because we move
— as we go towards a more political solution now than a kinetic solution that’s also a very
difficult mindset to change, and it’s a lot more frustrating, I know for those in the uniform
down there — it gets hard holding, as we watch this political process try to take hold and
the prime minister try to move it forward, he and President Talabani and everybody else
as they are making these strides. But there are activities — (inaudible) across the board.

You know the conferences two weeks ago the prime minister had, with all the tribal
elements from out in al Anbar sitting on that — the prime minister made some promises
and he follows through - already I think we delivered about $11 million out there since
that conference now to projects that the money was promised earlier and now finally has
moved in and the people out there are seeing that. We see the tribal elements coming
together out there — they do not want al Qaeda out there. We see them in fact taking on al
Qaeda and fighting them, we’re seeing some of that start to occur.

So the dynamics of this whole thing, let the prime minister work these different elements.
As you know yesterday he met Sistani and Sadr both down in Najaf. When you look at

- the comments Sadr made after that conference some very positive in terms of wanting, or
at least stating publicly that he was going to let the system work and support the prime
minister.

So the prime minister is reaching out trying to touch all these different elements and
come to a political solution which is going to be the uliimate — only way this country is
going to achieve that unity that it needs. |

Q: Thank you.

Q: Is there any sort of — the Iragis seem to arise to the occasion whenever they have a
date certain. | mean, they did very well in the January elections, they did very well in the
December elections. Is there any sort of impetus to having maybe a date imposed on
when they turn over - or when they assume control of provinces or other milestones
along the way so they do seem to perform better under those circumstances?

Caldwell: You're exactly right. There has been if you look historically (inaudible)
milestone, they tend to perform a little better. They seem to get focused (inaudible). We
are seeing that with some of their legislative initiatives, This thing that President Talabani
posted on to the web site, when you look at that, and we’ve gone through it in fairly good
detail over the last few days. If in fact all of these laws that they say they are going to
achieve in 2006 — (inaudible} it’s a one-law page thing the council president he discusses
the security situation the frame of the political timetables what the heading is, but it’s
everything from the law for the (IECI?), the elections piece, the law concerning the
elections and the governance and specifying the date to hold them, a law concerning oil
or as we call the hydrocarbon law, a law concerning de-Ba’athification, a law concerning
the flag logo and national anthem, a law approving (inaudible) dealing with militias, I
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mean, if in fact they meet all these timetables like they have just agreed to and (off the
record portion).

Q: Can you give us that web site? (Discussion of web sites.)

(other off-the-record discussion)
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From: (b)(ﬁ), . o OSD PA
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 1:01 PM
To: (b)(6) OSD PA
Subject: question for Caldwell's guys
Importance: High

Is this the sheikh that Caldwell is referencing? He gave a longer name on the tape (had
abdul and the last name sounded more like Saiz, but the papers are all talking about the
guy below).

Question: You said you were comfortable with the plan, but there was a report in the AP
that a major (inaudible) had been arrested by American forces, and the prime minister had
ordered General Casey to release him, and he had been released. I wasn’t aware that (Prime
Ministex) Maliki could order General Casey to release people suspected of murder.

{cue 215} Caldwell: What the person you are talking about iz Sheikh - he has a real long

name — (Sheikh Mazen al-S5aedi?) and we did, we picked him up at about 0330 in the morning
of the 17th, for allegedly being involved in illegal activities that are operating outside
of the law. And the very next day at the request of the prime minister he was released.
And the prime minister made the request and the Coalition forces did release him. I am not
sure I would call it being ordered; but the prime minister did make the request that he be
released and we released him. He did in fact sign a conditicnal release form in which he
promised to support the goverrnment of Irag and disavow future acts of vioclence when he was
finally released.
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(b)(6)

From: ©X®) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV fb)(ﬁ)
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 11:51 AM
To: [0)® OSD PA

Subject: RE: [U] docurnent from Caldweil's conference call

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

(b)(6)
I'll check on the number in {rag prisons ...

Talibani's web site is all in Arabic, which is why we have a translated copy of info.

Coug

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release™, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release™ apply.

From:[2® OSD PA [maifto(b)(a)

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 6:42 PM

To:(b)(6) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV
Cc: CNTR MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV

Subject: RE: [U] document from Caldwell's conference call

major, |

thanks. i will pass this along. there was also one more pending question from bing west, which mg caldwell said
he would try to get the answer for. the question was: what's the number held in prison under long sentences by
the iraqis? is that something you can help with?

also, what is the address for talibani's website?

thanks tons,

(b)(6)

From{>® MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV [mailtufh)(ﬁj
Sent: Friday, r 20, 2006 11:28 AM

To:(0)(®) 0SD PA
Ccxb)(6) CNTR MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIV
Subject: [U] document from Caldwell's conference call

E%:I_Ea)isj'q:.‘.a’til:lvrl': UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Attached is the document that MG Caidwell referenced today. This is a translation of the info taken directly from
President Talibani's official website. The info is specific to a timetable for critical political and economic
measures. [f | recall, Jim Garamone asked the question that spurred MG Caldwell to talk to this info.

(b)(6)

Maj, U.S. Marine Corps
PAO, Multi National Force-Iraq, Baghdad

12/3/2007
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Commercial; (@)
MCI Cellibi(2)
DSN: [(0)(2)
Iraqna;
Secure VOIP; [b)(2)
NIPR [B)(8)

SIPR:
CENTREX{b)(6)

Stay Informed: www mni-iraq.com

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release™ apply.

12/3/2007
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(b)(8)

From: (b)(6) )®)

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 11:46 AM
To: (b)(6) OSD PA: [P)®)
Subject: participant list

Aftachments: 17471495-list osd pa 159.doc

(b)(6)

Today's participant list is attached.

Any questions give me a call.

Thanks
(b)(6)

12/312007
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T — —1b)(6)
Date: Friday, October 20, 2006 9:00 AM
E-Mail Address: On file
Company Name: OSD
Host's Name: (b)(5)
Conference Name: OSD/PA 159 (9:00A) [b)6)

Conference Title: "Milit_z_u_'z Analzst"

Participant Information

1, C*h)(ﬁ) Mok kh#

2. Bing West A freelance writer Newport, RI

3. Gordon Cucullu Fox St. Augustine, FL

4. (b)(6) Pentagon Public Affairs Washington, DC

5. Steve Grew-MH has call Fox News Eastman, GA

6. Jed Babbin American Spectator Leesburg, VA

7. Rick Francona NBC New York, NY

8. John Garrett Fox News Washington, DC

9. C/Maj. Gen. Bill Caldwell retired Baghdad, Iraq
10. General Kernan CBS Pinchurst, NC
11. General Shepherd OSD New York, NY
12.  General Mclnerney Fox News Washington, DC
13. Tim Eads Fox News Washington, DC
14, Paul Valleley Fox News Big Fork, MT
15. Chuck Nash Fox News Alexandria, VA
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(b)(6)

From: (b)(6) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF COMMS DIy [2©
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 11:28 AM

To: (0)(E) 0SD PA

Ce: (b)(6) CNTR MNF| STRATEFF COMMS DIV
Subject: [U] docurment from Caldwell's conference call

Attachments: 061018 Gol Legislative Timetable.doc

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

(b)(6)

Attached is the document that MG Caldwell referenced today. This is a franslation of the info taken directly from
President Talibani's official website. The info is specific to a timetable for critical political and economic
measures. Ifl recall, Jim Garamone asked the question that spurred MG Caldwell to talk to this info.

(b)(6)

Maj, U.S. Marine Corps

PAQ, Multi National Force-Iraq, Baghdad
Commercial:(0)(2) |

MCI Cell:(b)(2)
DSN: (b)(2)
Iragqna
Secure VOIP: (BX2)
NIPR:(b)(6)

SIPR:
CENTREX{b)(6)

Stay informed. www.mnf-irag.com

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/FFOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from mandatory disclosure
under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, “DoD Freedom of Information Act Program”, DoD Directive 5230.9,
“Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release”, and DoD Instruction 5230.29, “Security and Policy
Review of DoD Information for Public Release” apply.

12/3/2007
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The Council of Presidency discusses the Security Situation in the
Frame of the Political Timetable

The Council of Presidency held a meeting in the residence of the President of the
Republic, Jalal Talabani, on Monday 16 Oct. 2006. The members of the council
discussed the security situations, the latest political developments and actions to be
taken in order to complete the implementation for Baghdad Security Plan and the
evaluation for its former stages. The Presidency Council also reviewed the steps
towards conciliation and the necessity for providing support for the exerted efforts
aiming at realizing the national unity and harmony among all ingredients of the Iraqi
people.

The members of the Council of Presidency also discussed the suggestions and ideas
that aim at containing the sectarian and political congestion, pointing out to the
importance of agreements that has been reached to in the framework of the political
council for national security.

It is worth mentioning that the political council had acknowledged a timetable that a
number of its articles were implemented. Please find hereunder the most important
things that were stipulated among of which:

In 2006 the following:

Agreeing on political timetable (done}).

Forming a constitutional review committee (done).

Approving the implementation measures law for forming regions (done).
Approving the Investment Law {done)

Approving the law for IECI.

Approving a law concerning elections in the governorates and specify a date
for holding them.

Approving a law concerning Oil.

Approving a law concerning deba'athification.

Approving a law concerning the authorities of the Govemnorates council.
Approving a law concerning the flag, logo and national anthem.

Approving order no. 91 that was issued by the interim coalition authority
concerning the armed forces and militias in the country.

o Discussing the general amnesty, militias and other armed formations.

OO0 0O0O0O0

00 0020

In 2007 the following:

- The Constituticnal Review Committee ends its tasks.
February

- Forming the independent bodies as stipulated in the Constitution.
March

- A referendum concerning the constitutional amendments (if required).
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(b)(6) ‘ -

From: Bing West fb)(ﬁ)

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 10:27 AM
To: (b)(6) OSD PA

Subject: Re:

Interesting call,[”® |As followup,can we get Talabani's web site that Gen Caldwell mentioned? Also,
might | get the # held in prison under long sentences by the Iragis?

b)(6
On Oct 20, 2008, at 8:01 AM, 2 OSD PA wrote:
Gentlemen, _
Thanks for your patience. The time for the call has shifted one hour. We will conduct the call at 0900 Eastern Time
with MG Caldwell. This call will be on Background. Please dial (b)(2) and ask for the analyst call.

We hope you are able to participate.
(b)(
G

(b)(6)

Fublic Affairs

Office of the Secretary of Defense
(b)(2)
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(b)(8)

B e e e e eme R e e e e e
(b)(6)

From: Moorman Thomas

Seont: _Fridav. October 20, 2006 9:43 AM
To: (b)(6) 0OSD PA
Subject: RE:

Unfortunately, Gen Moorman will not be able to participate.
Tom

From: [2(®) 0SD PA [mailto{®®
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 8:01 AM
To: undisclosed-recipients

Subject:

(Gentlemen,
Thanks for your patience. The time for the call has shifted one hour. We will conduct the call at 0800 Eastern Time with

MG Caldwell. This calt will be on Background. Please dial (b)(2) and ask for the analyst call.
We hope you are able to participate. |
(b)(
2

(b)(6)

Public Affairs

Office of the Secretary of Defense
(b)(2)
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s,

(b)(6) ‘

(b)(6)

From: _ _

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 8.51 AM
To: (b)(6) DSD PA
Subject: Re:

I'll be on - Don Shepperd
Sent via BlackBerry from Cingular Wireless

————— Original Megsage----- (b)(6)
From: [b)(6) OSD PA"
Date: Fri, 20 Oct 2006 08:01:12
To:undisclosed-recipients: ;
Subject:

Gentlemen,

Thanks for your patience. The time for the call has shifted one hour. We will conduct the
call at 0900 Eastern Time with MG Caldwell. This call will be on Background. Please dial
(b)(2) and ask for the analyst call.

We hope you are able to participate.

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Public Affairs
Office of the Secretary of Defense

(b)(2)
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(b)(6)

From: Rick Francona[®)®)

Sent: _Fridav. October 20 2006 8:42 AM
To: (0)(6) OSD PA
Subject: Re:

I'd like to participate - thanks.

Rick Francona

----- Original Message-----

From: '()(®) OSD FA"

Sent: Oct 20, 2006 8:01 AM

To: undisclosed-recipients@null, null@nul|

Subject:

Gentlemen,

Thanks for your patience. The time for the call has shifted one hour. We will conduct the call at 0900 Eastern Time
with MG Caldwell. This call will be on Background. Please dial(b)(2) and ask for the analyst call.

We hope you are able to participate.
(b)(&
I

(b)(6)

Public Affairs
Office of the Secretary of Defense
(b)(2)
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{b)(ﬁ) ‘

From: Thompson, Jonathan SES OSD PA

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 7.08 AM

To: (b)(6) OSD PA; Pfeifle, Mark D Mr OSD PA
Subject: Fw: [U] RE:

Sent from the Blackberry cof Jonathan Thompson

Rl e riginal Messsaage- — - - -

From: [2)(5) MAJ MNFI STRATEFF
To: Thompson, Jonathan SES OSD PA

Sent: Fri Oct 20 07:02:40 2006

Subject: [U] RE:

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Sir: As you have heard or will hear fro<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>